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2-1-106 Contesting Dis/abilities: diversity, intersectionality and inclusion

#-=% f§ 4/ Description :

This panel offers a critical examination of dis/abilities by focusing on diversity,
intersectionality, and inclusion. We seek to challenge conventional perceptions of dis/abilities by
exploring the defining of disability and ability in various contexts including employment, life
narratives, identity negotiation and sexuality. We seek to reconsider societal perception of
disabilities interact with personal narratives, identity formations, and agency of disabled. In
addition, we try invite critical engagement on reconsidering the power of ableism, various forms

of oppression and meanings of disabilities and abilities.

This panel delves into dis/abilities with a focus on diversity, intersectionality, and inclusion.
By challenging conventional perceptions, we explore dis/abilities' multifaceted nature across
contexts like employment, life narratives, identity negotiation, and sexuality. We aim to reevaluate
societal perceptions by examining how they interact with personal narratives, identity formation,
and agency of disabled individuals. Additionally, we invite critical discussions on the power
dynamics of ableism, oppression, and the diverse meanings of dis/abilities and abilities. Through
these inquiries, we aim to foster an understanding that embraces the diverse experiences of
individuals with dis/abilities, while dismantling prejudiced norms and promoting a more inclusive

and equitable society.

Keywords: dis/abilities, diversity, intersectionality, identity, ableism
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4% & / Abstract :

Sexuality is a fundamental aspect of dignity, encompassing intimate relationships and connection
to others; it is also recognised as an essential element of different human rights. Therefore, sexual rights
include both liberty and wellbeing dimensions. However, persons with disabilities have long been
(though not always) neglected by sexual rights-related movements in Taiwan. Women’s rights advocates
have paid attention to protecting women/girls with disabilities from sexual violence, while LGBTQ rights
activists seek sexual facilitation in the social welfare domain. On the other hand, disability rights
organisations have largely omitted sexuality and intimacy matters until recently. Here | consider the

complex relationship between sexualities and empowerment and the limits of the ‘discrimination’



discourse. | argue that disabled sexualities are by themselves queer destabilising dominant sexual identity
categories, complicating the heteronormative matrix in Taiwan, and revealing able-mind/bodied-ness
embedded in the care context. Crip-queers — whose bodies and sexual lives are often suspended in an
ambivalent time-space — are thus agentic and combative, constantly challenging the identity-based and

autonomy-centred approach to contemporary sexual rights discourse.
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% & /Abstract :

In a Goffmanian sense, disabled people make use of a variety of technologies to perform a body
that is encouraged by the mainstreamed society in the front region (Goffman 1956). By wearing these
technologies, disabled people devote a large amount of time to social clothing “for the benefit of others”
(Murray 2005). Taking deaf people for example, most deaf individuals do not take off the hearing aid or
the external device of the cochlear implant until they are alone. A disabled body without connection to
any technology is usually only present in disabled individuals’ back region. Based on this understanding,
we would presume that this “back-staged” disabled body may be construed to be the authentic self for
some disabled people that is not usually witnessed by abled people. However, in the context of disability,
due to the hegemonic structure of ableism, an authentic disabled self can be negatively evaluated within
the symbolic order of body categorization (Bourdieu 1979). When revealing the “real me” may not bring
about a positive interaction, disabled individuals may not even construe a disabled self as the authentic

self, creating much space of negotiation between authenticity and disability.

This paper is built upon the data collected from interviews with 19 deaf adults in Taiwan, conducted
between 2020 and 2021. The data capture moments when the deaf interviewees participated in a linguistic
experiment where they needed to read aloud written texts without the assistance of their hearing
technologies. Right after the experiment, the interviewees were invited to share their feelings about not
only the experiment but also their perception of the self during the experiment. Two broad types of
narratives are identified. Some interviewees narratively framed the disabled body without hearing
technologies as uncontrollable, emphasizing the disconnection between their present life from such a
negatively disabled body to the researcher and alienating the disabled body as an unauthentic self that is
unusually seen in the front region. Other interviewees foreground the consistency between the bodies
with and without hearing technologies and frame such differences as only located in a purely
physiological realm. Only one interviewee highlights the authenticity of his disabled body without
hearing technologies, framing the body in a positive way. With the various narratives, this paper aims to
picture a complicated relationship between a disabled self and an authentic self, in the context of

technology use.
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4% & / Abstract :

The U-curve hypothesis about age and happiness has recently been reexamined to ascertain its
validity in cross-national contexts. A prevalent argument is that it is not universal as a life course pattern
and that the difference across genders are of a great magnitude. This paper attempts to address these two
major issues by using a large-scale global survey data and investigates the hypothesis that life satisfaction
tends to decline in middle age and rebounds later on and that females are no different from males in
showing such a pattern. On the basis of World Values Survey, this study is able to pool multiple waves
(4-5 fives) in a time span of over 20 years in a number of higher-, middle-, and lower-income countries
and differentiate age effects from those of periods and cohorts. The outcomes from the Age-Period-
Cohort Analysis of the US, Mexico, Turkey, Japan, South Korea, China, Chile and Peru are provided for

the interest of cross-national comparison.
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4% & /Abstract :

Over the past decades, the aging population has increased, and family structure changes have raised
health, well-being, and caregiving issues among older adults. Prior studies have found that family
patterns change rapidly among the older population in Western societies. For example, older adults tend
to get divorced (gray divorce) and are likely to have diverse partnership experiences (dating, cohabitation,
or living apart together relationships). The other trend about kinlessness also indicates that older adults
are likely to be single without a spouse or children because people are likely to unmarried and have fewer

children.

Recent trends show that the older population is increasing fast in East Asian societies such as

Taiwan. Moreover, later and fewer marriages, low fertility, and longer life expectancy in Taiwan imply



that the society will face pressure with a lack of labor force and high costs and burdens in the healthcare
system due to the growth of the aging population. When family remains to play the critical role of
providing support and care, exploring how the family structure changes among older adults in Taiwan is
essential. Do we have similar patterns of changes in family structure as in Western society? How do we
cope with these changes in the aging population of Taiwan? Although there are studies to examine
singlehood in Taiwan, most research focuses on young adults, and limited studies examine how family
structure changes among older adults in Taiwan. This paper uses Taiwan census data to examine how
singlehood and marital status among adults aged 50 and older change over time. Additionally, we use

data from the Taiwan Social Change Survey to explore the characteristics of single older adults in Taiwan.

The preliminary findings from the census data showed that the proportion of single adults aged 50
and older increased from 26% of the total population in 1996 to 35% in 2022. Though most singlehood
was due to widowhood in Taiwan, the number of never married and divorced adults aged 50 and older
increased between 1996 and 2022. When we used data from the Taiwan Social Change Survey in 2006
and 2016, the findings showed that compared to married adults aged 50 and older, singles were likely to
have lower educational attainments and are currently unemployed. Singles were also more often to be

women and living alone.

The increase in singlehood implies that more older adults lack support from close family. These
singles, such as women, may be vulnerable in health and well-being. Accordingly, this study will provide
implications for future research or policymakers to consider whether the welfare system prepares and
provides available resources for older singles in Taiwan. We will keep exploring how health indicators
or well-being are associated with singlehood and whether single older adults are likely to be

disadvantaged in health and well-being in Taiwan.
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%7 B [Title : Long-term Care Preferences and Related Factors Among Different Age Groups

% & /Abstract :

This study has two goals: First, we explore the LTC preferences among the young, middle-aged
and older cohorts of Taiwan adults. Then, we analyzed the effects of the filial norms and family
relationships on people’s LTC preferences. Data were taken from the 2021 Taiwan Social Change Survey,
phase five, wave two (Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan, 2021). After deleting subjects
with missing data, the final sample included 1498 respondents. Participants were categorized by age into
young adults (ages 18-39), middle-aged adults (ages 40-64), and older adults (aged older than 64).
Respondent's attitudes toward LTC models were collected by asking respondents to suggest the best
choice of care for a family if the family had to take care of a dependent older adults. According the Long-

term Care Service Act amended in 2021, this study divided the preferences for future care needs into



three types. The first type: Home Care included help provided mainly by relatives or other care services
provided within the home. The second type: Community-Based Care services included day and
temporary care. The third type: Institutional Care delivered by persons from outside the primary group,
such as assisted living facilities, or nursing homes. Multinomial logistic regression (MLR) was
performed to analyze the effects of the personal characteristics, filial norms and family relationships
among different age groups’ preferences for the LTC models for older adults. Family care (56.7%) was
the first preference LTC model and 31.2% chose Community-Based Care services, but only 12.1% chose
Institutional Care. LTC preferences differed by age groups. Middle-aged and older adults were more than
young adults inclined to believe that “Institutional Care” was ideal for the older adults. Regardless of
age, more educated preferred “Community- Based Care”, and stronger sense of filial norms tended to
prefer “Home Care”. Furthermore, our analysis shows the importance of interaction in families, family
relation satisfaction influences on LTC model preferences. The present study expands the current
knowledge about different age groups’ LTC preferences, by not only taking into account individual
characteristics, but also looks at examining how social norms and family relationships affect those
preferences. In conclusion, the findings inform both policymakers and service providers considering the

planning and implementation of long-term care options for older adults.

Keywords: Long-term Care, Preferences, Family Relationships, Filial Norms
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Confucianism and East Asian Societies

4% & /Abstract :

This paper is motivated by the field research during my Master's studies, along with my
exploration of social and cultural history as distinct from the history of ideas. These experiences have
led me to question the methodological underpinnings and conceptual frameworks in research on
Confucianism, Chinese culture, and Chineseness. Criticisms raised by Arif Dirlik and Kiri Paramore
further reinforced my doubts. Thus, the aim of this paper is to identify and systematize prevailing

preconceptions and biases.

While these issues are prevalent in the social sciences, I specifically focus on Confucian studies
as a case study due to the significant influence of these biases in shaping the field's foundations. This
paper seeks to stimulate reflection among social scientists regarding how biases influence discussions
on social processes in East Asian societies, often characterized as "Confucian societies," perpetuating

preconceived Orientalist notions.

Drawing from the concept of Orientalism, with substantial modifications to Edward Said's
original formulation, I define core issues and biases. The paper demonstrates how this Orientalist
perspective, encompassing essentialism, dualism, intellectualism, elitism, Sinoromantism, and the
equation of Confucianism with Chineseness, continues to shape discussions on East Asian societies.
This perspective often reverses value judgments between the East and the West, portraying ancient
Chinese wisdom as a universal solution for the modern world, occasionally delving into nativism,

political romanticism, and identitarianism.

I identify shared cultural logic within Confucian studies, despite apparent differences and
occasional opposition. Furthermore, I find these biases are deeply ingrained in social scientific
research, evident in widespread dichotomies of the East and the West, tradition and modernity,
collectivism and individualism, or the automatic framing of public engagement as Confucian

consciousness.

In conclusion, I argue that reexamining the foundations of Confucian studies is crucial for its
credibility as a reliable source for scholars from other disciplines. Additionally, the critique and call for
revision raised in this article extend beyond Confucian studies, encompassing the broader realm of

social sciences.

Keywords: Confucianism, Orientalism, methodological frameworks, sociology
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A2 B [Title : Aspiring World Peace Through Education: Pure Land Societies and the Global Promotion

of Traditional Chinese Education

4% & /Abstract :

This paper aims at examining the educational projects of Pure Land Societies (jingzong xuehui
Z 7 8 ¢), founded by Master Jingkong (1927-2022), in the field of primary, secondary, and tertiary
level education in Taiwan and the United Kingdom, effectively covering the entire educational path of
children from kindergarten to university and beyond. Regardless of whether one listens to Jingkong’s
dharma lectures or those of his monastic disciples’ starting from the early 2000s, speaks to his lay
followers in different parts of Taiwan, Germany, and the UK, or joins online Zoom meetings, there is
one phrase that one is certain to hear: ‘one consecutive education’ (yitiao long de jiaoyu - if4¢ e3¢
5 ). It means that within Jingkong’s network of Pure Land Societies, educational foundations, and
individual or institutional endorsers of his visions strive to establish an alternative mode of modern
education by reviving and promoting ‘traditional Chinese culture’ (chuantong zhongguo wenhua i# 3%
? B < i) to cultivate the next generation of ‘sages’ and to solve all sorts of challenges, problems, and
conflicts that our society faces nowadays — with world peace being the ultimate goal. Jingkong believes

that our current educational systems only focus on transmitting knowledge while neglecting moral



cultivation. In the writings of the Chinese sages and virtuous of the past, he deems to have found the
wisdom necessary to rectify the wrongs of modern education and guide our global society towards a
peaceful future. It is, therefore, essential to re-introduce traditional Chinese culture in the Sinosphere

but also to spread the word to other parts of the world.

The complexity of this phenomenon is highlighted by the fact that there is no central organisation
but rather a variety of actors striving to implement Jingkong’s ideals. I have, thus, conducted multi-
sited fieldwork in Taiwan, Germany, and the United Kingdom to understand how Jingkong and his
followers promote Chinese culture in connection with Chinese Pure Land Buddhism through various
educational projects, including kindergartens, high schools, universities, summer camps, and lecture

series in different societal contexts.

Keywords: Taiwanese Buddhism, Jingkong, Pure Land Society, Religion and Education
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University), Founding Director (Kyoto University Asian Studies Unit )(KUASU)
%2 p / Title : A new vista on Asian families and intimacies: creating common foundations for

knowledge production within and on Asia

4% & / Abstract :

A three-level project has been carried out to fulfil the mission of creating common foundations for
international research collaboration within and on Asia. The first level is the collection, translation and
sharing of important research findings from Asian insider perspectives that had been published or
presented in the various languages in Asia. The second is to create a common basis for empirical research
by building a database for international comparison. On the third level, effective international
collaborative research projects focusing on various topics are made possible. Diversity in Asia has
usually been taken to mean diversity of civilisations, but, at a deeper level is found the diversity rooted
in kinship structure. This layer plays particularly important roles in constructing local forms of family,
gender and intimacy. On top of these, modernisation created another layer. These layers influence each

other at various times and to various degrees, constructing a dynamic diversity.

Keywords: Asia, international research collaboration, Asia’s multilayered diversity, Asian insider

perspectives

4 % [ Presenter : Susanne YP Choi (Professor, Department of Sociology, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong)
42 p [Title : Being Filial, Being Sexually Non-normative — LGBTQ People Negotiating

Intergenerational Obligations in Post-Socialist China

% & /Abstract :

The tenet of filial piety has long been viewed as a central moral compass and cultural script guiding
intergenerational interactions in Chinese societies. It stipulates the obligations of the junior generation
towards their parents and grandparents. However, culture is never static. It is dynamic and subject to
social transformations and individual improvision. This paper conducts an intersectional analysis to
examine 165 LGBTQ life stories. It investigates how LGBTQ people from different class backgrounds
and with various gender habitus decode, interpret, renegotiate, and practice filial piety when their non-
normative sexuality prevents them from fulfilling filial obligations expected by their parents. The
findings shed light on how tradition co-exists with transformation in Chinese families. They illustrate

how individuals try to balance traditional collectivist ethos with individualistic desires. They also



delineate how reproduction and changes of intergenerational relationships are mediated by class and

gender inequalities in an era of neo-liberalization of social reproduction.

% % ~ [ Presenter : Yen-hsin Alice Cheng (Research Professor, Institute of Sociology, Academia
Sinica), EK}@_% ( v Prioﬁi’_g R ) ;L.“ ﬁ )

A7 B [Title : Attitudes towards Homosexuality and Same-sex Marriages in Taiwan

1% & /Abstract :

Marriage rates have been declining in Taiwan with the emergence of more non-traditional
families. In the meantime, public opinions towards homosexuality have been changing as Taiwan
becomes the first Asian country to grants marriage rights to same-sex couples in late May, 2019. This
presentation will offer an overview of increasing tolerance for homosexuality in Taiwan over the past
decades and the underlying drive forces of such change. Then, the characteristics of the first wave of
same-sex marriages registered in 2019-2020 will also be shown and compare them with the
characteristics of heterosexual marriages. Implications on current and future family changes in Taiwan

and East Asia will be discussed.

¥ % A [ Presenter : Lake Lui (Associate Professor, Department of Sociology at National Taiwan
University), & ## (5 %4k & Bl%)
3% P [Title : Finishing the “unfinished revolution™?: College-educated mothers’ resistance to intensive

mothering

4% & /Abstract :

Intensive mothering, a classed and gendered practice optimally performed by stay-at-home
mothers, is a dominant parenting ideology, particularly in developed societies with wide disparities in
wealth. Ironically, in these societies women tend to be well educated and have good employment
prospects that are expected to free them from domestic obligations. Facing competing expectations
shaped by the institutions of work and the family, how do college-educated mothers consider ending or
limiting their participation in the workforce, or holding jobs while resolving the moral dilemma of
being both a worker and a mother? We compared 33 college-educated Hong Kong mothers engaged in
different professions, and constructed typologies that describe how intersecting ideologies of mothering
and work shape work-family arrangements. We paid special attention to mothers with strong
commitment to their work, but with different ideologies about mothering. Some espouse the ideology
of intensive mothering. Their belief in gender essentialism proved exhausting for them, both at work
and at home. While away from home, these mothers supervised domestic helpers from their
workplaces. Other women value their professions as emblematic of their identity as the perfect
mother— an integrated form of mothering, thus feeling no guilt for delegating childcare
responsibilities. We argue that given the entrenched gender inequality in workplaces and men’s slow
progress in doing their share of domestic work, the emergence of integrated mothering both rhetorically

and in practice reflects women’s striving to bring the “unfinished revolution” closer to the finish line.
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4% & /Abstract :

In vitro fertilization (IVF) “add-ons” are supplementary clinical procedures integrated into
standard IVF treatment, which are purported to enhance the likelihood of successful pregnancy. These
lucrative add-on services, representing cutting-edge technological advancement in the field, contribute
to the growth of the global assisted reproduction market. However, concerns are growing due to the lack
of robust evidence supporting the claimed effectiveness and safety of these experimental procedures,

which may mislead vulnerable individuals undergoing IVF with delusive information and false hope.

Prior research on morality and market provides a fertile ground for understanding the role of
cultural order in the market, pointing out the crucial role of moral legitimacy in facilitating transactional
services. Yet, limited attention has been given to the differentiated market, where market actors employ
moral justifications not only to legitimize different means of service provision, but also to distinguish
themselves from other peers as they navigate their professional identities. Consequently, there is a lack
of comprehensive understanding concerning the interplay between the professional culture of market

actors, the moral order, and the practice-based variation within the market.

Based on interviews with 43 fertility clinicians and non-participant observations in Taiwan
between 2017 and 2019, this research takes a professional view of moral legitimacy to argue that fertility
clinicians practice boundary work to justify their diverse approaches to providing high-priced add-on
services while differentiating themselves from their peers. The research identifies three moral spectrums
capturing the collective tensions clinicians experience when grappling with their professional identities
in the assisted reproduction market, namely (i) Evidence versus Chance, (ii) By Indication versus By
Routine/Request, and (iii) Further Intervene in Nature/Life or Not. These spectrums encompass broader
discussions on evidence-based medicine and hope, the changing dynamics of the healthcare provider-
patient relationship amidst the rise of patient consumerism, and long-standing debates in reproductive

technology regarding human interventions in nature and the selection of life.

Keywords: IVF “Add-ons,” Assisted Reproductive Technology, Market, Moral Legitimacy, Professional
Identity, Boundary Work
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