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iz p / Title : Becoming-fictosexual: Romantic relationship and attachment to fictional characters from

the posthumanist perspective

4% & /Abstract :

With the growing popularity of the virtual world, an increasing number of people have become
attracted to the fictional characters they encounter in animation, comics, and video games (ACG).
Sometimes, attraction can evolve into “strong and lasting feelings of love, infatuation, or desire” towards
some fictional characters and this is referred to as fictosexuality or fictophilia (Karhulahti & Vilisalo,
2021, p. 1). The popularity of computers and electronic devices with human-like interfaces promotes an
emotional affinity between users and devices (Han & Yang, 2018). Recent interactive entertainment,
including alternate reality games and dynamic conversation systems in computer games, have made
relationships with fictional characters similar to those of actual human beings (Brackin, 2013). In
particular, these computer games allow players to control their avatars and interact with items and
characters in the game, further encouraging parasocial interaction and relationships with game characters
(Jin & Park, 2009). However, in the allonormative and anthropocentric world, fictosexuality is often
considered abnormal because of its imaginary nature and stigmatised as an effect of addiction to ACG in
contemporary popular culture. Liebers and Schramm (2019) reviewed studies on one-way bonds
established between an individual and a character since 1956. They discovered that many of these studies
carried a negative nuisance towards parasocial relationships, considering them problematic, and focusing
on the negative psychological characteristics of individuals engaged in them (Liebers & Schramm, 2019).
In sum, past studies often consider the intense feeling towards fictional characters pathological

(Karhulahti & Vilisalo, 2021.

This paper intends to examine the engagement of romantic and sexual attractions and the



relationship with fictional characters from the posthumanist perspective. The Posthuman theory points
out that the boundary between human embodiment and technology has been blurred and that the
anthropocentric assumption that supports asymmetrical relations between humans and nonhumans can
no longer be sustained (Asberg and Braidotti, 2018; Hayles, 1997). According to this interpretation,
fictosexual relationships are as valid as all allosexual relationships and carry with them the potential to
transform our conception and practice of (allonormative and anthropocentric) intimacy. Through in-depth
interviews with 20 young adults in Taiwan, who self-identified as fictosexual or were engaged in
romantic relationships with fictional characters from ACG, this paper employs the concept of assemblage
(Deleuze and Guattari, 2004) to reveal the productive effects of fictosexual relationships in these young
people’s life goals and human relationships (friendship, romantic relationship, familial relationship). In
addition, this paper discusses how the hegemony of compulsory sexuality towards humans (Matsuura,
2020) and the ontological difference between inter-human relationships and fictosexual relationship

induce fictosexual individuals to be conscious and analytical of their romantic and sexual feelings.

Keywords: Fictosexuality; posthumanism; digital intimacy; assemblage theory
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3 % A [ Presenter : Andrew J. Argue (Department of Business Management, National Sun Yat-Sen
University), Thijs A. Velema (Department of Sociology, National Taipei University)
%4 p / Title : Optimal Distinctiveness and Multimodal Identity Claims

4% & / Abstract :

Audiences engage with offerings whose identities signal both legitimacy as a category member
and differentiation from competitors as a novel offering. We propose that the communication of identity
claims is more engaging when moderately distinctive verbal texts are combined with highly typical visual
texts. We test our hypotheses using original data consisting of both text and images contained in menus
collected from 2,237 restaurants participating in an online food delivery platform in Taiwan. Our study
leverages an innovative deep learning methodology to show that by accounting for fundamental
differences in how audiences process visual and verbal identity claims we can achieve a better
understanding of why audiences interpret particular multimodal configurations of identity claims as

optimally distinct.

Keywords: Optimal distinctiveness, Multimodality, Organizational identity, Categories

4 % ~ [ Presenter : Datova Nurbibi (Department of Business Management, National Sun Yat-Sen
University), Thijs A. Velema (Department of Sociology, National Taipei University)
A7 B [Title : Fit Matters: Understanding Faculty Hiring Dynamics in Taiwanese Academia

4% & / Abstract :

This study explores the complex concept of “fit” in the evaluation and hiring of candidates for
junior faculty positions within the academic labor market, specifically focusing on the context of Taiwan.
The concept of fit holds significance as it pertains to both internal fitting with departmental culture and
external fitting with broader organizational goals, such as diversity and internationalization. Drawing
from a mixed-method approach, factorial survey experiment, and interviews conducted with full-time
tenured faculty members from the management departments of top national universities in Taiwan the
research explores how faculty members evaluate fit and make hiring decisions, aiming to unveil the
underlying mechanisms contributing to inequalities in faculty hiring. It investigates how these dual
aspects of fit impact the recruitment of early-career international scholars and the native majority,

affecting tenure-track and non-tenure-track opportunities.

4% % A [ Presenter : Tien Q. Nguyen (Department of Business Management, National Sun Yat-sen
University)

42 p / Title : The evolution of seller-buyer networks: A status ordering perspective



4% & / Abstract :

Many firms take their experience working with high-status partners as a powerful informational
cue to be socially evaluated as being capable. Although previous research has demonstrated that this
perspective can affect firms' network expansion and exclusion, our understanding of how suppliers and
buyers organize their relations with partners over time based on partners’ status is still limited. This study
employs a structural perspective of seller-buyer networks to argue that suppliers that accumulate higher
partners’ status get significantly more new buyers, but also lose significantly more existing buyers.
Furthermore, while the deviance in the status of a seller-buyer dyad makes the business relation more
easily broken, the similarity in status makes the relation sustained better. A rich dataset of 58,239 import-
export contracts between cashew kernel sellers and buyers supports my arguments. This research
contributes to the literature on interorganizational networks that the status of sellers and buyers

determines the vitality of their ties.

# % A [ Presenter : Jacky Kuo (Department of Business Management, National Sun Yat-sen
University)
%2 B [Title : The Implications of Digital (Uber) Encroachment: Affordances and Change

4% & / Abstract :

With the prevailing digital technology, the competition between digital and legacy practices
addressing the same social tasks does not produce radical change. That technology is the scope condition
of research on technological change is typically ignored. We draw on the story of Uber’s encroachment
on Taiwan’s taxi service industry to examine the change path caused by the shift of the socio-technical
system, particularly the shift to digital technology. The layered module architecture of digital technology
affords the actors with hyper-division of practice, category-agnostic activities, and the automation of
governance by embedding the rules in algorithms. These three technological affordances weaken the
impact of change events once perceived as disruptive, producing an institutional symbiosis that
accommodates the challenger and incumbents. We find that institutional battle driven by competing
practices has undergone a process of practice grafting involving cross-level mechanisms, including
theorizing categories at the field level, boundary-protected reconfiguration of practice activities, and
organizational sense-making of the technological artifacts. In the end, the topological structure of the
field remains. Yet, the centrality shifts as change unfold, and the transformation in institutional logic

manifests in the emergence and daily use of new practical vocabularies.

Keywords: technological affordance, digital materiality, institutional accommodation, institutional

apparatus
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Tai Hung (Dept. of Nursing, MacKay Memorial Hospital, New Taipei City, Taiwan)

%7 B [Title : Theory-based Educational Strategies to Cultivate and Prepare Front-line Clinical Nurses

in Providing End-of-Life Care

% & /Abstract :

1. Introduction/Background

Nurses providing care and support during life-threatening patients’ dying process are anticipated
to skillfully initiate advance care planning and facilitate end-of-life (EOL) decision making. However,
front-line nurses at the deathbeds, especially those newly graduates, in general report insufficient training
to deal with EOL situations. Baccalaureate nursing curricula in Taiwan often fail to offer competency-
base education, and since only a few nursing programs offer adequate didactic lectures and/or clinical
experiences in qualified hospice institution, there is a lack of theory-based educational strategies to
prepare and equip front-line nurses for palliative care, consistent with EOL patients and families’ last

wishes.

2. Purpose

The purpose of this control study is to evaluate effectiveness, from educational strategies based on

the Transformative and Experiential Learning Theory, on baccalaureate nursing students’ attitudinal,



competence, and self-efficacy in providing palliative care for the EOL patients.

3. Methods

In this non-equivalent control-group study, a quasi-experimental pretest-posttest design was
employed, with a convenience sample of junior students enrolled in a baccalaureate-nursing program
from a Northern Taiwan Medical College. A total of 136 participants completed the study in which 47%
(n=63) have taken the elective course, and the remaining absent from the class experience were
considered as the control group. The effectiveness of the educational intervention in relation to palliative
care attitudes, self-report competence, and self-efficacy were assessed; well-accepted measures were
administered to the intervention group, both at the beginning and the end of the course, along with a

teaching strategy rating tool and the conventional course evaluation required by the college.

4, Results

Results have shown efficacy of the theory-based educational strategies in attitudinal and
competency categories. Baccalaureate junior nursing students were cultivated in their palliative care
capability after the transformative learning intervention. Findings drown from this study would inspire
nurse educators to reset teaching-learning priorities; palliative care competency could be well-cultivated
among nursing undergraduates through creative, appealing, and effective strategies, ultimately benefiting

EOL patients and their families.

5. Conclusion

Responding to the well-received desires of dignified death in Taiwan, an elective course in the
baccalaureate nursing program has shown effectiveness to transform nursing students into relatively
competent palliative care providers. Findings from this study may shed light on the cultivation of
palliative care competency for future educators and educational program developers. There exists an
imminent need to increase front-line nurses’ capacity and cultivate baccalaureate-prepared graduates’

palliative care competence in order to meet the national needs in an aging society.

Keywords: Front-line nurses, Theory-based educational strategies, End-of-life care, Palliative care

competence, Baccalaureate nursing programs
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